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THE SALE OF POISONS.

A report ' has recently been made to Parliament
by a committee appointed to consider the question
of revising the list of poisons which iu England
can be sold only under definite restrictions. Under
the Pharmacy Act of 1868, and its subsequent
amendments, two lists of poisons were prepared.
The first list consists of certain violent and dan-
gerous poisons, which can only be sold under
regulations, which require that the buyer should be
known to the seller, or should be introduced by
some one who knew both parties. Registry of the
sale should also be made, iu a book kept for the pur-
pose, of the date of sale, name and address of the
purchaser, name and quantity of the article sold,
and the purpose for which it is stated to be
required. The second list consists of articles to
which it is only necessary to attach a label, giving
the name of the article, the word " Poison," and the
name and address of the seller. This requirement
also applies to all articles in the first list.

The committee held several sessions and listened
to much valuable testimony. Among other facts it
was shown that deaths had occurred from the
following patent medicines containing poisonous
substances : Battle's Vermin Killer ; Chlorodyne ;
Winslow's Soothing Syrup ; a patent medicine
containing antimony ; Martin's Pectoral Balsam;
Hooper's Whooping Cough Mixture ; Holt's Whoop-
ing Cough Specific ; Indian Tincture ; Bentley's
Weed Destroyer ; Rough on Rats ; and Phosphorus
Paste.

The following are the. amended lists recommen-

ded by the committee :

Part 1.

Arsenic and its preparations,

Alkaloids. All poisonous vegetable alkaloids and their
salts.

Aconite and its preparations.
Atropine and its preparations.
Cantharides.
Cocaine and its salts.
Corrosive sublimate.
Cyanide of potassium and all metallic cyanides.
Emetic tartar.
Ergot of rye and its preparations.
Morphine and its salts, and preparations containing one

or more por cent of morphine.
Piorotoxin.
1'riissic acid and its preparations.
Savin and its oil.
Strychnine and Its preparations.
Vermin killers containing any of the foregoing poisons.

Taut II.

Acotanilido and its preparations.
Almonds, essential oil unless deprived of prussic acid.
Belladonna and its preparations.
Cantharides, tincture and vesicating liquids.
Carbolic acid and liquid preparations containing more

than :i% of acid.
Ohionil hydrate and its preparations.
Chloroform.
Cocaine, preparations of.
Corrosive sublimate, preparations of.
Digitalis and its preparations.
Morphine, preparations containing less than 1%.
Nux vómica and its preparations.
opium and all preparations of opium and poppies.
Oxalic acid and its soluble salts.
Precipitate red.
Precipitate white.
Mercuric iodide.
Mercuric sulplio cyanide.
Slropliantlius and Its preparations.
Sulplional.

In consequence of the increased use of poisons
among farmers and gardeners for use as insect-
icides, sheep-dips, weed-destroyers, etc., the com-

mittee thought it best to recommend a third list of
poisons to include such substances.

This list consists of preparations of arsenic,
tobacco or carbolic acid, to be kept in closed
vessels, distinctly labelled as " Poisons," with the
name and address of the seller and the purpose for
which the article is made or intended.

In Massachusetts laws were enacted of a similar
character in 1887 and 1888, limiting the sale of
poisons, and until 1896 this law was applicable to
all poisons, except those sold for agricultural pur-
poses. But in that year the active interference of
the Patent Medicine Trust was sufficient to secure
the enactment of an amendment providing for the
exemption of " patent and proprietary medicines "

from the action of this law.
An investigation by the State Board of Health

had shown that certain patent medicines, for exam-'Report of Committee to Consider Seliodiilo A of the PharmacyAct of 18(18. London, 11)03.
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pie, many catarrh cures, contained cocaine in such
quantities as to seriously injure the health of those
who used these preparations, and caused them to
unwittingly become the victims of a dangerous
habit. Certain cosmetics were found to contain
dangerous quantities of corrosive sublimate and
lead, and instances of harm were known to be due
to their use. The law had no intention of prevent-
ing the sale of these articles, but only required the
application of poison labels to the packages, so that
the user might be cautioned as to their use.

The State Board of Health entered complaint in
court against parties for the sale of such articles,
among them being two so-called " Mesdames," the
proprietors of face or complexion bleaches, who
were accustomed to proclaim their wares in public
halls, accompanied by orchestral music. This
action of the board had a salutary effect, but was

short-lived, since the amendment secured by the
patent medicine interest prevented further action
in this direction.

During the present session of the Massachusetts
Legislature the subject has again come up, in the
form of an order, requesting the State Board of
Health to report " whether, in the opinion of the
board, there is anything dangerous to public health
in the sale and use of articles commonly known as

face bleaches, and if so, what, in the opinion of the
board, is necessary in the way of legislation to pro-
tect the public against the sale of such substances."

In reply to this order the board collected such
preparations of this character as could be found in
open market, and had them submitted to analysis.

Some were found to contain dangerous poisons,
others were quite free, and the board suggested that
the law relating to the sale of poisonous proprietary
medicines which was in force prior to 1896, requir-
ing a poison label to be affixed to such articles,
would, if re-enacted, provide a greater degree of
protection than is possible under existing statutes
(Senate, No. 310, 1903).

EXPERIMENTAL EVIDENCE OF THE EFFI-
CIENCY OF FORMALIN INJECTIONS IN SEP-
TICEMIA.

Since the case of streptococcus septicemia re-

cently reported by Dr. Barrows of New York, in
which recovery followed the intravenous injection
of formalin solution, naturally much interest has
again been directed to this possible method of treat-
ing a formidable condition. A certain amount of
experimental evidence, to which we have previously
alluded editorially, was already available, and we

are glad to make note of a further research, con-

ducted under the auspices of Dr. William H. Park

of New York, on the effect of such injections in
septicémie conditions. The experiments, which are

published in the current number of the Medical
News, were carried out on rabbits, with the general
result that streptococci were shown to increase in
the blood, even after large doses of formalin, and
that death might still be caused by septicemia.
More than this, it was apparently shown.that all the
rabbits receiving formalin after the streptococcus
died earlier than those receiving the streptococcus
alone. Further experiments conducted with a viru-
lent culture of pneumococcus gave similar results.
The formalin failed to give the slightest protection.
Tables are appended which show that injections of
formalin in some cases were given far beyond the
comparable dose advised by Dr. Barrows for man,
but without protective effect. In spite of the rela-
tive fewness of the experiments, the results were so

wholly uniform as to lead the writers of the article,
Drs. Park and Payne, to the conclusion that non-
lethal formalin injections are incapable of checking
a septicemia once started in healthy animals.

The whole matter is naturally one of very great
practical importance, and fortunately one which
may be in great measure experimentally verified.
The work hitherto done in testing the efficiency of
formalin injections has certainly not been suffi-
ciently encouraging to justify their routine use in
man. It is always possible, and in fact probable,
that the conditions in human beings are somewhat,
different from those in the lower animals ; neverthe-
less, such experimental evidence as wc have, must
be given very great weight and lead to conservatism
in this somewhat radical method of treatment.

THE BOSTON FLOATING HOSPITAL.
The work of the Boston Floating Hospital has

increased year by year until now, as we have pre-
viously had occasion to state, it has quite outgrown
the facilities with which it is at present provided.
Naturallyjthe need of a new boat, with larger oppor-
tunities, both for the care of the patients and for
their adequate study, is demanded. In spite of the
fact that last summer was a particularly cool one,
there was a waiting list of permanent patients
during the greater part of tho season, so that the
hospital was maintained in operation until the mid-
dle of September. It should be recognized that this
suminer work for children has a broad field of oper-
ation. While it is true that most of the patients
come from Boston and its immediate vicinity, some
are brought from cities and towns ata distance, and
other hospitals are availing themselves of the pecu-
liar opportunities which the Floating Hospital offers
for the care of children during the summer.
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A further element in the work is the opportunity
afforded for careful and systematic investigations
into the diseases common to children during the
heated term. It is stated that Dr. Simon Flexner
is interested in determining the value of the serum
which he has been elaborating for the treatment of
the summer diarrhea of children. To this end it is
designed to send competent men to test the value of
the serum at various children's summer hospitals.
If is evident that with a larger boat, and conse-

quently improved laboratory facilities, much could
be done here toward elucidating this and other
problems which are constantly being presented.

-»-

MEDICAL NOTES.

Preventive and Curative Properties oe Tv-
piioii) Plasma. — Dr. Macfadyen has made a

further communication to the Royal Society in
regard to the preventive and curative properties of
typhoid plasma. From experiments made upon
monkeys and control experiments upon guinea pigs,
he concludes that: (1) By the injection of the
intracellular juices of the typhoid organism into
the monkey it is possible to obtain a serum with
both antibacterial and antitoxic properties. (2)
Such a serum possesses curative and preventive
properties as regards the typhoid bacillus and an

intracellular toxin present in the same organism.
Portraits oe Doctors.— According to the Lon-

don letter of the Medical Record, cartoons, pub-
lished in Vanity Fair, have reached the number of
eight hundred, among which are thirty-six doctors.
These portraits of doctors are now offered by the

publishers for £2 2s. Single portraits may also be

purchased at varying prices; for example, Sir S.
Wilks is priced at 2s. 6d., Sir F. Trêves at Is., and
Sir W. Broadbent at 6d.

One Hundred and Thirtieth Anniversary oe

the Medical Society op London.— It is stated in
the same letter that the Medical Society of London
celebrated its one hundred and thirtieth anniversary
on Saturday by a dinner, to which nearly two hun-
dred persons sat down. Sir William Church pro-
posed the toast of the society, to which Mr. Gould,
the president, responded. The Hon. R. P. Porter,
U. S.A., responded for the guests, as also did the
Lord Chancellor.

Confederation ok Members of Reciprocating
State Medical Examining and Licensing Boards.

—

A meeting of this confederation is to be held

Thursday, April 23, in Chicago, the object being to
take further action whereby practical and effective

reciprocity may be had in the near future between
the different states of the Union. It is hoped that

delegates from various states will be present.

A GlET KOR THE PASTEUR INSTITUTE. -It ÍS
stated that Dr. Emile Roux has recently been
awarded the Osiris prize amounting to $20,000, and
that he intends to transfer the amount to the Pas-
teur Institute, of which he is sub-director.

A Centenarian Physician.— It is reported that
Dr. John H. Woods of Thomas, Okla., died March
28, at the age of one hundred and one years. He
had been actively engaged in practice for seventy-
five years.

An Antismoke Ordinance.— According to Amer-
ican Medicine an antismoke ordinance has been
passed by the Chicago City Council. The ordinance
requires the department for the inspection of steam
boilers and steam plants to pass on smoke devices
and plans for constructing steam plants, and also
requires the supervising engineer to give the owner
of a smoke-making plant such advice and assistance
as will in his judgment prevent the emission of
dense smoke.

ÜOSTON AND NEW ENGLAND.

Acute Inkectious Diseases in Boston.
—

For
the week ending at noon, April 8, 1903, there
were reported to the Board of Health of Boston
the following cases of acute infectious diseases :

Diphtheria GO, scarlatina 35, typhoid fever 10,
measles 37, smallpox 0.

An Award oe Full Damages.
—

In a damage
case recently tried in Salcm, it is reported that the
plaintiff received the full damages asked for, for
injuries alleged to have been received while riding
on one of the defendant's cars. Such an award in
full is unusual.

Bequest fob a Hospital. — It is reported that
Mrs. Elizabeth R. Stevens has given a sum of
money amounting to about $100,000 toward the
erection of a new hospital in Fall River, contingent
upon the further collection of $100,000.

Noise as an Element oe Damage.
—

The
Supreme Court has confirmed the ruling of the chief
justice of the Superior Court that noise is an

element of damage. The question arose through
the operation of the Boston Elevated Railway, lead-
ing to the institution of various suits along its line
for damages due to noise. The full text of the
decision is of very great interest in relation to this
matter, which naturally affects directly a large
number of persons and indirectly the entire com-

munity.
Decision against Antivaccinationists.

—

In a

test case regarding the constitutionality of compul-
sory vaccination the supreme bench of the full Court
of Massachusetts has rendered a decision upholding
the lower court in its ruling that compulsory vacci-
nation is constitutional. The court, in rendering
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this decision, recognized the possibility of injury
from vaccination in individual cases, but. held that
a measure of such accepted value should not, there-
fore, be evaded. Attention was also drawn to the
fact that the authorities have not the power to vacci-
nate by force, and that the worst that could happen
to an individual objecting to the operation was the
payment of a fine of $5.00. This ruling is quite in
accord with the best public opiniou on this subject.

NEW YOKE.

Free Bed in Monteeiore Home.
—

The Monte-
fiore Home and Hospital for Chronic Invalids has
been presented with $2,500, for the endowment of
a bed, raised by a league of young people organized
in the interests of the institution.

Mortgage on St. Marks's Hospital Paid. —The
executive committee of the managers of St. Mark's
Hospital announces that a mortgage of $5,000 on

the hospital has been paid off by a subscription
raised during the past three months.

Regulation oe Barkers.
—

The State Senate at

Albany has passed a bill " regulating the practice
of barbering, and to establish a State Board of
Barber Examiners, and provide for sanitary inspec-
tion of barbers' shops."

Mortality in March. — The mortality in the city
during the month of March represented an annual
death-rate of 19.67, against 20.81 in February and
19.76 in March, 1902. This is a very gratifying
showing for what is often the worst month of the
year. The most noticeable decrease is in the deaths
from diseases of the respiratory system, and this
is no doubt largely due to the exceptionally mild
weather which prevailed. The weekly average of
deaths from pneumonia declined from 196.5 iu Feb-
ruary to 178.5 in March ; of deaths from broncho-
pneumonia, from 90.75 to 83.25; from acute
bronchitis, from 49 to 37.5, and from pulmonary
tuberculosis, from 182.25 to 171. The weekly
average of deaths from organic heart diseases
decreased from 108.25 to 100.75. There was very
little change in the number of deaths from the zy-
motic diseases, the weekly average from diphtheria
continuing about 45 ; from scarlet fever, about 17 ;
from measles, about 10; from whooping cough,
about 8, and from typhoid fever, about 10. There
were no deaths from smallpox. Among the dis-
eases which showed an increased mortality were

cancer, the weekly average of deaths from which
rose from 53.75 to 55, and Bright's disease and
nephritis, in which the average rose from 125 to
130.5. The weekly average of deaths from inllu-
enza was 33.25 in March, against 34.25 in Febru-
ary. While this is a decrease of only one death a

week, the disease really seems to be on the wane,

for while 52 deaths were reported from it during the
last week in February, there were only 27 deaths
ascribed to it in the last week of March.

Correspondence.
LETTER FROM THE PHILIPPINES.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.

MEDICAL MATTERS IN THE PHILIPPINES.
—

LACK OF HOS-
PITALS, DISPENSARIES AND PHYSICIANS.

—

50% OF
DEATHS IN MANILA WITHOUT MEDICAL ATTEND-
ANCE.

—

RINGING OF CHIIliClI BELLS KESTUICTED.

—

CHOLERA DECREASING: INSTRUCTIVE OUTBREAKS.

—

HEALTH REPORTS.

Manila, Feb. 22, lilO.'i.
Mit. Editor: The sanitary problems here are tremen-

dous, and the work of sanitation is hampered by racial
dislike, Indolence, poverty and religious superstition.The health olllcer in the Stales has something to build
upon

—

here everything must be constructed from the
very foundation. From the sanitary Standpoint, the
Filipino is a primitive savage. Much lias been done and
is being done, but; the best results ean be hoped lor only
after a.number of years, as a result, of a vast outlay of
money and suoh an educational campaign as will not
only alter the Filipino's mode of life but bis way of look-
ing at things. The sanitary part of the " white man's
burden " over here is the heaviest, part.

Funds are being raised by Bishop Brent, of the Epis-
copal Church in the rhilippines.for the ereetion and main-
tenance of a large general'hospital at Manila, in which
the poor, without reference to race, ean receive neces-
sary nursing and treatment without cost. A consider-
able sum has already been pledged for this purpose by
the American, European, Filipino and ('hiñese residents
of Manila, Commissioner lde of the Civil Government
Hoard beading the list, with a subscription of »10,000.
A request by those in charge of the matter lias been
made to the government authorities for an appropriation
of sufficient funds to make up any deficiencies and enable
the hospital to be started at an early dale; and this will
undoubtedly be done. At present, hospital facilities in
Manila are totally Insufficient, and there is no provision
for the gratuitous treatment of the indigent. The
few Spanish hospitals arc poorly planned and worse
equipped; and of course only the military are eligible
for treatment in the army hospitals in Manila, althoughin the provinces these are resorted to by all American
ollleials as the only places In which proper nursing and
medical treatment can be secured. More hospitals, dis-
pensaries and physicians are urgently needed in the
Philippines. Not, only many large towns but entire
provinces, the latter with populations of many thou-
sands, are entirely without physicians, hospitals or drug-
stores. On the island of Mindoro, the third largest in
the entire archipelago, there is not a pharmacy or n
physician outside the army surgeons at the few military
posts on the island. The prospect of providing proper
médical attendance where little or none now exists is not
good, unless district, physicians are appointed and paid
by the general government, as the country people arc
too poor to pay fees which would yield even an exist-
ence to a qualified pbysician and the latter would have
to depend for a living upon outside support. Even in
the larger towns the number of physicians is very small,
probaby averaging about one to every ten thousand pop-
ulation, and such as there are are not provided with
hospital facilities for their work. As a consequence,
there is much counter-prescribing by pharmacists, and
large quantities of patent medicines are used. Ameri-
can proprietors of patent medicines aro now becoming
aware of the latter fact and are exploiting their prepara-tions toa large extent by advertising posters in Spanish,
Tagalo and the other native languages. This lack of
physicians and hospitals is responsible for much suffer-
ing and death among the natives. Many of the army
surgeons have been perfectly willing to do a charity
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